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1),11., initi.,lly ba,;l•d on Sl•pkmlwr :! I. 2009 di-.(l1'-'-ll1"" ol Old Lyml' F.irrn I li,tnril· ... \\ith 
J,1nw� :\o)'l'" (prim:ip,1I .. nurcd, ,rnd l'\p,111dt•d hy ltihn Str,1ttn11, knnikr Cri,wold I hllhou'-L', C.irolyn 
I lt1ntll·y \\,11-.em.rn --jp, 

Working Cnpy 02 25 IO iP" 

Some Farms in Old Ly1ne in the 
Early and Mid-20th Century 

In 1928 then.' wl'rl' .1\ lt•;i:,;t 12 farm" active in Old Lyme -- and they werti remnc1nts of 
mciny more lhilt wc,,v out of thl' origins of the town. Thclr 1,rnds, fon.�!-,l�, and barn� ,,re 
stil I sc.itlercd throughout prc�ent l,1ndhuld i ngs. It is helpf l1 I to r ·member thilt the 
rnilroad is an artifact of the I S0's, Mld that mnny nld town road!-> -- �omc now mere 
trJcks in the woods -- were simply well-used wngon pilths on the edge� of pastures and 
\\'Oodlots that connected clu!->t1.•r.., of homc� throughout the town. Indeed, most 
road\,·.1ys \\'L'rc not pn,·L•d until well into the 1920'� when incrLW•iing numbers of people 
h.id c1c L'�:,. tu autmrwbile .... Tlw major st.ite road improvement progr.1Irn -­
straightening and widening, bridge!-,, gu,1rdr<1ib, improved :-.urf,icing, etc. -- took pli'lcc 
starling in 1928 with the systcm.it1c ,1pplicc1tion of number� to �tc1tc-mt1i11t<1incd routL·· 
.ind extending into the DeprL•�sion-cr« WPA 11roji.'cls. Frnnklin Di.'lano Rlioscvclt slated 
c1t the timi.' that "We n-w:-.t get lhl' f.lrmL'r� out ofd thL' mud," .ind farm-to-market 
roadways were npart uf th11t national effort. Close e ·.1mint1tion of the lmprcssioni!-tl 
nrtists' nostulgic works of c1 century ngn will reveal the trc1nsilion from the ngrnrian 
foundations of the town lo today's technologicc1I Mld -;cr\'ice cconorny l1ased l>n 
mobility c111d communicc1tio11!-t. 

Boston Post Road South and West 
from the East Side of Old Lyme 

On thL• nurtheast -;itfo of thL' ro.id ,waring lhL• n>d.y higc� or thl' East I.y111L' bordt•r is 
the t,1rm c1wnL•d by Jimmy Riddle, falhl'r in l,1\\' of ·Iif1 Ho\\'ard, who O\\'llL'd J i.1rrn 
nn Librar y L.c11w. Cliff'!-, ,vife, \•llil' Bump, \\',l" tlw first \\'ifl' of 1.:MI I luntky. �tr. 
Riddle'._ helper was Did. Picken (l 1l'rl...1ns?). 

On lht.• l'.1Sl !->ilk of the.• m,1d, in ,1 rL•d housl' ,ind bMn on ii .,Jight ri,t.• m.'i1r thl' prt'!-,l.'11l 
Lymcwond [kkrly I lou,in>;, .,ll>lld Lill.' Earl Da,·y Filrm. LymL·wood c1nd thL' 
,H,sociiltl.'d pond ,rnd ml',1dtm· \\' ii:-. pMt of tlw form; Eli1,1lwth D,wy ,, ,ls L1rl'-, 
daughtl1 r .ind milrril'd Uill O�k•, 

On th' nnrthcw,t ,idl' ill Old J'o-;t l\o,,d (probably "L'l olf tmm a -..traighknl•d RllulL• I 
about 1928) ,,·,1s Eugl'm' Caulkin-; Farm ,1nd qu.irry, which conlributL'd thl.' m,w,i\'i..' 
stnm·\\·nrl... for thl' f,ici:: ,rnd slL'ps in front of (.'l·nti..•r �clwol ( l lJ3-t ). 

edie
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Further '-Liuth ,rnd on thL' Wl'SI ... idc of the road oppo,ill' Ji1mC!'- Gr,tybill'� Pm-Auto 
\\',1� thL' form of Carl L mer (l.imcr?) i1nd hi, fornih· in thl' 192(J'..,, rhc L\'nll'r hothL' 

, . 

w,,., l,11-.en ,,purl ,1nd nrnvl'd in pieces to tlw l·lmL'llCL' <..ri,wnld prnp1.•rt�·-

Ju..,l !->Outh, on the !->llUthwl'"'l cmrwr or :'\orth �ill Lanl' ,md 130,lon Po!-,t Rll,ld, Wi.1.., tht..• 
L'\p.tn!--1\'L' ,l rL't1gL' of thl' Jm,cph Ely f-arm, \\'ho..,e 111.1111 hou,c i, ,till prl'"L'nl on th<.' 
conwr. 

F.um \1\
1L1.,tw,1rd on Sill L.im• ,,crnss thl' Upp1.•r �illpnnd ,ind ,wrth to lo\\'n \Vood!-, 

Ro,td??? Tn\\'n v ood!-- lfo,1d forn1!->/\\'oodland,; �1,,cCurdy-Si1li..,bury land..,? 

Judge Wnlter oyc-. form w,1-. furth1.•r ,nuth on thL• L'JSt ,ide of thl' n1t1d, occup�•in1,; 
th1.• Ro!-,L' L,llll' ML'il ,,nd the "Mile of Rll!',L''-" to \\'orm,ll\'!', Hill (i1 rocky, ro.1dcut 
outcrop nn thL' PList Ro.id ncc1r Boggy Hok· Ro,11.I). \\'orm«n', I lill (WOL'·, 1,rn', llill?) 
w,,.., n,1med, ,,1id thL· l,1lt' ChiHIL'" Kil'rn,111, formL'r -.cll.'ctm,lll ,md l'L",idt•nt uf thi1t 
com1.•r), for ,l m,111 who w,1-. hangL•d tht•r1.•. 

Parson'.., FMm-Pt1r�on's r-.um Linc? 

The William El F,1rm ,,..,,,.., on l'ight tu tL'll ,,crL'" \\'L'"'t ,1cm,, tllL' ,trL'L'I Imm the 
judgL•'� form .1nd rcpult•d tn contJin the oldL''-l b,1m in Old Lym1.·. ThL' frdernl pL:riod 
homL' i� �L'I off by,, 8fl'Cn fL'l1CL'. r-urthL•r ..,outh, fl.1111...ing tlw Licllll'n,,nt River, .trl llw 
land!-> und building, i1s-.ociat1.•d \\'ith thL· \\'hat is now thl.' FlnrcrKL' Grbwold Mll'-l'Um 
and thL' 01..•t• und Thii-tlL• Inn. 

Rnutc I from tlw 1911 ConnL•dicut Rh l'r brid�L' to Lym1..• �trl.'l'l 1130,tlm l'o�t R11.1d •· 
nntubly the uld ,rnd oft-limm•d "13ow Bridge" rn,1d\\',1y -- ,, ,1s fl,rnkl'd by farml,tnd 
west of tht• FlorL•1,cc Gri!->wuld lfou�c ,,mi thL' LymL' rt t\..,i-nd,1tion ,,long th1..• uppN 
LiL•ulL'n,rnt Ri,·L·r. 1o,t painting, in tlw L'.irly 1900', ,how the ro,,dw,,,· ns .:i ni-.tic 
tr.id, through thc!->L' I.um \,rnd,. rl1l' \\'c,tL•rn component ,1djoinill),\ Rnllte I ;c, ",1' '.it 
H,-,11'� Dniry Farm, hou�in� Jcr"l'Y CO\\'!-> UM.•d In provide milk and ice cre,,m for H,1\1-
Mark Chocolates .ind let• CrL'am store on th,_. ,outhcn,t l'orrit..•r nt l<nutt.• I and Routl' 
1 :;6, Thnt "l'Clion of ro,1d \\'J!-> n,1nwd "1--- fo\l', Ro,,d" .,t ., 1970',(?) 1111\'ll mt'L'ting.1 ht• 
l;irge b,1m th,,t rnKL' ,tood JU"'t nmth of tlw prL'!'-L'nt fa!-,L'' S,wing-. B,tnl-. br,mch ",,._ 
built from rL·mn,rnt-. 111 ,1 much l.trgL'r barn d.m,,,gcd in th1..• 19:11{ hurrk,in1.·. 

orth on Route 156 ( eek Road) from Route l 

N,1t I lnlf'.., r-.um -.toc,d on thL• ,111.• nl tlw prL•wnl F""L'\ S,l\'ing, b,rnl,. ,,nd Wl'!'-t to thL• 
Cnnnl'cticllt Riwr. A fin� bc1rn ..,tood Jt thL' intN�ection of I luntll'Y RnJd and RoutL' 
156 and thL· hon1L' OIKL' o\\'rll'd by L man SpitNr 111 the 1%0',. Tlw llL'.1rby Old Lvnw 
\l.uinn ..,ill'\\,,.., dt•\'L•lopt•d in thl' L',trly 19:iO', by Edw,1rd Borwlli, who purch,,..,L•d thl.' 
\'L'ry uld hciu!',L' .ind m.iri1w r,1ilw,1y / u>.11 docl-. in,idL• C.1h'L'" l,l,1nd. ThL' hou,l.' w,1!'­
rL'portedlv built in tlw 1690's ,111d in ,-,ddition to ,1 rl·,idl'nrl' ,l'rH•d u!', ,1 !'-m,,11 t,1wrn, 
inn, and b,,I...L•ry owr tl1L' )'L'ilr, [jp, lin•d 1h1.•rl' for ,oml' h-11-)l'M,I 
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I hl' Talcott Farm occupil•d l,,nd, to till• Wl1,t ol lhl' road 11111,1ml IW\\' dL'\'L•lnpld b • 
thl' T,tlrolt r-.irm:-i com pk•, uf e:-t,1IL'!-, ,md honw�. 

l ,111tumm,1hl'ag, the Lord t,,mil 'home overlooking Lord's Cove< had l,111d!-,
c>.tL•ndin� ..,outh to the William Burl h,rm ,rnd north tu the Coull Farm .. urrnunding
C11ult La,w and Binnl'y Ru,1d. 1 lw Burt form indu1.kd thl' qunrr\' \\'l'..,t of the Tommy
Pilgrim l..rnding .-ind thl' rivcn,idt• homt• of ;\,1ncy Krid11l•. \\'tlli,1m Bt1rl w,1:-i th1•
1-1r,rndf,Hhl'r of l3ill Burt, the phntogr,1pht•r ,ind wrilL•r whn livt'"i in tht• M,,xon-

ppil'by home ,,t thl' bq.;innin8 of I ibrc1ry I ,111l' ,ll I ynw Slrl'l'I. 

The pk1,\!-,,ll1t red house on the Covt• just L',l"t of the Crt•ct..•rL•Vi\',1I Lord home 11',l!-, 
0\\'11L'd bv J,rnl'l ,ind Tom 13c1gg? 

Binrwy Ro,1d i..; n,,nwd fm Constance Bi111wy, ., film ,1ctn• .. � whu .,old tlw former 
f,,rmland to loc,1I tkvt•loper \\',,llL'r J. Zul,.,, \\'hll created the Biniwy Ro,1d Community 
A!-, .. oci,1tio11. Tht• ,,,..,oci,11L•d Landing Roc1d (once Mule Dock L,11,ciing Ro,1d), 1.:nd, ,11 
,1 dock on tht• l1)rd'!-, Co\'e t•..,tt1arv ch,1mll'I, whl•rt• b.trgL'" .ind bn,1t..; Wl'rt• loadl'd 
with cut ,tone for N ... •w Yori- ... trl·l'l, ,rnJ building�. I lw t\\'O ridgL'.., of ,tL·t•p diii, 
,1dj.ic ... •nt to tht• co,·t• .ire ... till rnlled Qu,,rry I lill. ThL· Ztil.. family 1,.,.., mt1tl•ri,1ls n•l,1ting 
to tlw dt'Vl'lopmt•nt and l,1nd-cnt,..,L·n·ation pl,mning for hi-. L'MI)' 1950', "iitt• 
pl,rnning. 

South on Route 156 from Route 1 

Sotith of lfoute I/ I I.ill'._ Ro.:1d nn both ,idL'"i of tht• 1.iL•ult%1nl Rh·L•r ,rnd l'\lt•ndin� to 
thl' Con1wcticut Ri\'l'r !,tuod thl', t·ry l,,rgt• Enoch oyL'" r-nrm. I hL• "million-d<ill.ir 
mill'" :,,outlwrn l'XIL'n:-iinn of Routl' I =io ,,·n .. put in plLKL' only in the early 1960',, Ml 

the l,,nJ dirl'ctly ..,m,th of I l,1II'!-, Ro,1d .ind f-L'rr\' Roild \\',1, l,H)�t•ly unob ... truc!t'd 
pa .. turt·. ·1 ht• t'a:--t :--idt' of Route 156 nnrth of the Li1.•t1tt•n,111t Ri\ er w,1.., l,11L•r 
!-,llbdivkkd into tlw Jame-; Could l'�t,1tc c.I9]0?, and further ..;ubdividcd -;old into lot.., 
tor indqK•ndl'nt homl.'!-, ,,bout l9HO. 

I ht' Enoch �nyl'!-, I:,,rm w,1-; inhl'ritt•d by Chadwich.:--; the.• l,,rm'.., ct•nlr,1I house 1,-,,.., 
thL' Mary <..ht1dwich. hnnw c111 Fl-rry Ro.id. On•rloot..ing tlw Cc1111wcticut Riwr f1•rry 
l,rndin� ,rnd the fornwr RL•vnnld.., ;i.1ari11,1, the home".,.., ll\\'Jll'd by D,rniL• I 
(Chnd\\'ick) Woodhe,id in thl• 1970\; .,cro..;!-, rt•rry Ro,1d tu tht• !-,Outh w,1:-, ,, VL'r� liJr�t• 
b,1rn, rnn,tructed in I 7; ,rnd torn do\\'n ,,bout 196 , ,ind p,1..;tt1ri.•l,111d ..,urrounding ,1 
pnnd bl·hind tlw ri\'l•rfnint B,icon I fnti...l'/ f\•rry l,1,·l'rn. I hi.• :'\uyL•..,•Ch,,d\\'id, hnmL' 
j.., now ownL'd b I IL•rb Ch,1111b1.:r,, who purrh,,..,l'd it frl1m lhl' Wc1odlw,1d�; hl' ,11-.11 
purch,,.,l•d .,nd m11dt•rni✓t•d tlw m.1rin,1, op1.•r,1t111g it .1-. thL• Old l.ym1.: Dock 

Snuthw,1rd from tlw oyt'" (.1rm \\',,.., tlw Mccurdy form. 

John DeWolf'!- F.irm L'Xll'lldl'd .. nt1th fmm tht'. lcCurdy holding .. ; ii, hnnw,tL',1d \\',l" 

till' lt1rgL' m,,n..,ard-roof build in� north of tht• Smith 1 ,•ct.. Road intl·r-.l'Clion "ith 
Route 136 ,rnd l'\ll'IKkd \\'L'-.t\\',1rd to the B,1rt.. f{i\'l•r l'..,luc1r,· 111duding ,111 ,,f Smith 
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Nt.•ck northLw,t to Old Lyn1L' E ... t,Hl'" ,ind W,,tch Rod,. J3it.., ,rnd piL•cL·� •• lil-.L· KinnL'r 
Ro.id on thL' IJL•\Volf pm1wrty •· \\'L'rl' ,old ,,.., thl· farm brol-.c up; tht.• m.ijor final 
p,HCL'I� \\'l'rl' ..,old .,bout llJil \\'lll'n thL· m<1111 hou�L' ihclf \,.,,.., ... nld and grl',1tly 
repairl'J ,ind rennv.1ted . 

l Ill' <..laude DcWolf Farm l'\tendL•d c,,..,I1\'Md from Rliuk 136 in thl' .HL',l of
1-ltime..,tL'.id CirdL• .ind the Blr1ckh,1ll Ri\'L'r ,ind Gri�wold Cenll'll'I' •. Much of that
l,1nd bcc,,n1L· thL· 1.irg.nl'I ,ind Art I ldflon l·arm, ,till producti,·L• into thr 1970�
.icro,� RoulL' I ;6 l•.i,t of thL· rL•loc.ilL•d lfall-M,irl-. Driw-ln lcL· CrL',lnl Shop. 1 hl' I !,,II
..,,on• Drigin.:illy \\'il"i in thl' "f,,ctnry" building 011 till' �outhL•J�I CPrner nf Route I
(H,ill'� Road) and Route 136 until the RoutL' 156 w.i, l'\p,rnded in ,i��nd.ition with
bridge ,1ccc��t.·s ,,bout 1968.

Lyme Street and MacCurdy Roads South of Route 1 

rlw Champlc1in F.irm L'il�I of thL· inlL•r�eclion ot' Roull' I .ind l.yml' Strt.•et (,111d 
cro��ing tht.• prL'SL'nl 1-95 m.1dvvc1y) i-, l,,rgcly Old LymL' OpL'n Sp,Kl' no\\'; tht.• I.ind 
w.i-.; obtilined by thL· town in thr latL' 199(1' .... rnr \'L',H� in thr L'ilrl� 190()'.., it was 
o\\'nl'd by thl' lnn�ley Riding Academy, \\'hich u,l·d tr,,il.., through ,ind ,,round tlw
fornwr pa-.;tt1rL'S ,md woodl,1111 .. � .... Mr. lnnsll·y w,,.., thl' husband of Elizabeth 
Ch.implain. The.• l,,r�L' b.,rn, and outbuilding, of thl' Old Lymr 11111 .ire..· part ot thi� 
l,,ndholding. 

Till' S,1m Tookl-.'r Farm stood ,,cro..,, the :-lrl'L'l Imm tht.• /\licL· Rll).\L'l'"i Shop ,ind 
indudcd mo,l of tlw l,rnd now oi.:rnpicd by the t\liddk �drnol .ind l ligh 'chonl 1)1 

RcHion.1I School [)j..,tricl ll'i. ·.,m "looker "',1" tlw wc1ndf,1thL.'r of pre:-l'nl t,l\ colkctnr 
Judith ·Iookl•r (KL'rr), who rt·�idl'" in tl1L• t,,mily'.., rL•d homl' on l.yml' �lrl'L'l. 

nw Library Lin<.' F.irm t..•.i�t of the Duck River ,,nd ,outh of thr li11w ,ind l'>.tt.•ndmg 
WL'"lwMd north of tlw Dud, River lL'nll'tl·ry 111,1y h,l\'L' bl'L'n o"·m·d by 
Clifford R. I low,,rd. I lis lwu�L' and llilrn �t.rnd immL•di,,tl'I)' we,tw.1rd tif J l.irgl' 
kdgl' on tlw l,,m• bdor<.' thl' Duel-. Rh L'r. It\\.,� m, 1wd for,, timl' in thl' 1%0'� b� 
Ockc Cook�lcy of the E.R. lh,1mpion Agency. Tlw l,,nd rwrthw.ird ,ind l',1sl includl'd 
part of tlK• ,chool field!-> .:tnd thl' nl'ighboring Dud, Ri, L'r ll1L\1do"'"· I Ill· f,1rm \\,h 

fir�t opL•1-.1tL•d by Jimmy l{rddk. 

lo tlw l'.1!.I ,ind �m,th ,ilnng thL· Dud. Riwr, \\'.1" till' Jnck Appleby Farm. ),Kl-. \,.,i.., ,, 
rL•,iJl•nt of thL• ho11w llll tht.• -.;11ulhL'.hl nmwr of l.ibr,1ry I ,inl' ,rnd 1.ynlL' �trl•l'l built 
by th<.• 1,n.on family in 1790 ,111d ,ub,l'l]lll'ntly occupil'd by \•l�un 1\ppldiy, gi\'in� 
thr ro,1J it-; L'c1rly n ,,mL', Appll•by l..rnl'. Anotlwr br,rnch of tlw Appld,y f.imily liH•d 
in thc hnu�L' 011 thL· �outh ol thL' corner of Elm Strt.•l'l (,, l,,tL' 19311'-;-l1.J40'.., 
dL'\'L'lopml'l1I by John Roehl·) and Library Lll1L'. rl1,1t huu,t.• ,llld it, I'll'\\' b,,rn Mt' Ill)\\ 

owned by Judy ,rnd Bill Archl'r. 
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ThL' Boxwood Farm c1:,.:,.ocic1lcd with thL' 1�48 honw nf Richard Sill Griswold \\els 
Wl'sl of the Duck Ri\'l'r and i:ost of Lymt• SlrL11..•l; the honw .ind l,11L•r l-wtL•l•c1partnll1nl 
ownL'I"!', grt'W mt1ch nf lhl'ir food thcr\.'. 

Thl' McCurdy Parm, Z\!-,�ociated with the McC.\1rdy·Anw:- hnuSL' on 11.ymL' Stn•d 
nppo:,.ik thl' Congr1,.'g.ition,1l Church, L''<IL'lllkd ,m1thw,1rd from the church conwr to 
,outh of the prL'SL't"ll r,1ilrn,1d tr,1eks and including much of thl' prt'Sl'nl Old LynlL' 
·1luntry Club. TliL• �1c L1rdy-AmL'!'- housl' h,1 .... c1n L''<tcn!--i,·L· barn which renl'ch thi� 

rok. 

The Ludington Fc1rm c,tcndcd ..,outh from thL· Ludington houSL' on �IL,cCurd\ Rnild 
to Routl' 156 ,rnd indudL·d the "�rL'l'l1 barn" of )'L'ilr" post. 

Mile Creek Road East, Whippoorwill Road, Brown's Lane, 

Flat Rock Hill, Rowland Road, hort Hills Road 

O1iL' of thl' hadwick familv f.irm.; w,,.., based in tlw Chc.1dwid. lu>ll!',L' on tlw ..,1,uth 
side of Mile Creek Road before Brmvn's Lane. ThL• hlmW w,is owncd by John Melvin 
Woody .ind Su:-.,m \ oody in tlw mid-I960'-.. !'he :-,Ub!',t,rnti,1I Chc.1dwirh. Driw 
dl'\'elopmcnt (" h,1dwicl- of Old Lynw") is n,rn,l'd tl1r thi., form. 

ThL' Greek Revival home owned by Alison l3roatch r,,mily in the 1930':- on 13rmrn'-. 
l.,111c (owned by QuL•ntin and R l 1bin \\',1ld !%O's to li.JH0'-,) w,,._ thL• farmhou..,L•fM the 
I Lrnd!-- m,1king up thL• I9:i()':,.-I96()'.., d1,.•,·t•lopm1,.•nt ot \Yych\\'ood ,rnd otlwr honw!-­
.,lung ,rnd di,·L•rgin� fmm Brown', LnnL'. In thl' 193()'-, tl1l' l..rgL' home with 
l'\pa;,..,h·c wing� w,1!-- n :-,,1n,1tnriu111 with older PL'l1plL•, cln:-,l•d down (Broatch l,1mily 
did not run thc bl1:,.i11L•ss). The f.1rml,rnd L'\tl'nc..·k•d w1:�t ,,11 the way lo \1ik Cn\'k 
Ro.id. Quentin \\',1ld �l>ld the housL' •• which hb family h,1d n,,mL'd Tl>,1d 11,111 Jnd 
ownL•d from Jbout (lJ60 •· and ..,i, rem.tining ,,ere" Ill dcvl·lopc..•r-. ,,bout 19 6. 

North ot thL' r.iilro.-id trad,s on Mile Creek ro,,d tlwre Wl'rL' !-.Ol1lL' :-.m.111 farms th,11 
h,1\'t.! bl'cn subdivkkd intn m,:rny re:-,idl'11li,1l llits. Tlw prc..'-.L'llt Nlik Crcl'k 
/\pJrt111L·nts, built ,,bout 1955 by\, .iltL•r J. %uh., ML' llll l,1nd that oncl! '''l'l'l.' 13I,Kk.h.ill 
�1.rnor CPrnfil'ld� thill l' 11,.•nded e.i-;t lo th1.• rin·r; furthL•r l1lll"th, Robbie Robbim 
forntL'd nn �imil.ir l,rnd ,1dj,,rL•nl ln lhL· Bl,1cl-.h,1II Riv1,.•J'. A �r,1duatc of Connl'cti(t1l 
Agricultural l"i:clrnir,1! nllcgc (thL' Uni\'l'r!--ity uf Connl'clicut ), he \\',h thl' ,iulhl>r of 
m,111y hundrL•d� nr poL'n1'- nn tr,1ditinn,1I lhL'l11L'!',. I Ii.., Vich1ric1n-l'r,1 honw \\',1� turn 
d11wn shortly ,1ftl'r his de.1th abtiut 1986 ,111d ,, nl'w, -.trnll' houSL' wc.1.; built in it, pl,Kl'. 

North on Whippoorwill R11,1d frnm it:-- intc..·N•ctinn with Mill• Ca•ck l{p,1d Wl'l'L° thl' 
, nthnn Green chicken form -- l,,ll'r O\\'nc..·d by Doug ,rnd �faric.1n CrL'l'll whosc hotl!--t' 
,rnd chicl-.L'n farm b.Hn �l,1nd.., ,11 the.• inters1,.•ctio11 of thL· t\\'u niMb •· alung tlw 
nurlh1,.•rn rc,1dws of th1,.• Bl,1ekh,,!l RivL•r. "lfobL•" Crl•cn ho:,.ll'd ,, winlc..·r-nnnrkd 
-.k,Hing rink fur many y1:.1r:,. l1t1til thl' l'.irly It170·� bc..•hinJ ,rnd .ilong!--id1.• thL•ir 
131ad.hall Ri\·cr hnu-;c.•. ·,11h,1n C:rL'L'n wc.1:,. -.,,id to h,1\'l' had ten childrt•n. Lt11l.•r, !hl' 
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l.1rgc b,,rn of tlw Muller tarm on tlw BIJd,h,111 Ri\'l'r nppo,itL· thl' hoU!,l' on thL· north
,idl' of �1ik• Crl'l'" Ro,1d housl'd the bo,1tbuild1ng bu,i1H:!,, of John Little, a m,1,lcr
buildl'r of !imnll rowing ,1nd '>ailing craft ,ind nintlnd. rifll'-n.-'production,. lkfmc
thl'y moved to M,1ine in thl' l',irly 1980'-.,, Jnhn and hi.., \\'ik lived in thL' hot1,l'
irnmL•di,itdy ca!,t l1f the barn. Thl' b,,rn it...clf ,, • ., ... conwrtL•d t(1., priv,,tL' home. ThL·
Little', -..on, John D,wid Littk•, contributl·d ,1 chapbouh. in-.L'rl to thL• Town lkport of
1975 on tlw l•.1rly hi-.tor of Lyme-Old Lyme.

The John Miller? Farm on Mik• CrL'l'" Ho,1d, Iww mo..,tly nwrgrown, h,,d milking 
cow, ncilr Whippoorwill Road. rlw .HL',1 h.:i-., pcrhnp,, tlw found,,tion-. of thl' Town 
Poor r:,1rm on the \\'l'"'l ..;id1..• of thL· rn,1d. 

Furtl1l'r northw,1rd on 'Y\'hippoor\\'ill .:ippm,,ching Jericho I !ill i!-, the prl':-cnt 
McCulloch F.irm, honw nl \\'orl...ing Morg,111 hor,L'" ,111d .1n ,irth'L' ,111,111 community 
of family u1H.I friend:-. 

E,1:-lw,1rd from Whippoor\\'ill, on the ,nuth :-idl' ot Mill• lrL'L'k Ro.id ,,en,..,.., tht• 
Bl,1rkh.ill Rin•r, st,1nds "Pion<.•cr Farm" opl'r.1IL•d by Edw.ird Lc.i Mar�h (kno\\'n a:­
Ll'c1), which r,1i-;L•d pri1c JL'l'..,C)' Cattll' ,rnd line-., n( pritl' poultry. It's pcrh,tp!-> most 
f .:inHnI, for "Elsie the Borden Co\\'." 

Ll'cl \A'<l!-, an interc�ting fellow, not without ,1 M.'11:-.L' of humor .:ind love for the tnwn. 

Herc j.., !-,Ol'l1l' bc1ckground. --j 

Edward Lea :'\1arsh ,Jr, Lc.•i,;islator and Li\'CStock lln•('dt'r. 86 

Edward Lea ;\1ar ·h Jr., a rountry lm\'yer. dvic lcadL'I', legislator and breeder of show-quality 
cattle and poultry, died last Sunday at his homc in Old Lyme, Conn., whl'l'l' his ancL•stors set lied 
in the 16oo's. I IP was 86. 

:\tr. i\tarsh. known as Lea, was in general practice in Deep River, Conn .. from 19:J3. when he 
graduated from Yale La\\' School, until lht• end of last year. 
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A Repl1blican, he represented Old Lynw in th(' slatt• l.cgislalur t' frnm 1937 to 1946, anti he 
served us his party's majority leader and as Speaker of th<.• Houst'. There was hardly a lol'al 
commission or hoard on which he <lid not serve. 

Rut closer to his heart was agriculture, particularly the hrl'rding of thl• liveslmk he exhibited all 
over the United States and Canada. I !is 100-acre Pioneer Farm bred prize-winning Jersey cattle, 
and lw was equally adept at breeding chickens. inc:lmlinP, white singlt'-c:omb Leghorn bantams 
and silkies, a Japa11es(' species. 
l\lr. Marsh is survh·ed hv his \\'ife. SYl\'ia Dads �hush; a son. Edward G .. of Old Lrn1e: three 
daughters. ,Jane R. and Elizabeth L.: of Old Lynll', am! Cnrolinc :\1c.:Cord of Port \\'a hington, 
L. I.; a sister. Elizabeth Griswold of Old Lyme: two stepsons, Dr. Peter Beardsley of �ew Haven
and Timothy Beard ley of I Iaddam, Conn.: 10 grandchildrl'n. nnd one great-grnnddaughtl'r .

horc Road Route 156 

from the Blackhall River South, orth, and West 

Tlw Cri,wnld F.um-; still includc most o( the I.ind :-.outh of the Blnckl-Mll Rivl·rwL•st 
to Bullonhilll Rn,1d ilnd ,,long the shmL' lo the prl'SL'l"II bL•t1ch comrnunitks to 
Bri�htnn (lk,1ch) Roud. 

The Frank Hownrd Fnrm inch1dNi lands west of Brighton Ro.id. Chrtrll:s How,1rd's 
fcltlwr, Alf, ... old tlw Whitl' S,rnd Bc.ich ,HL'<l for de,·l·loprm•nt to Ja:-.. J. �mith tor 
S,0,000 ubout 1920. Another How.1rd O\\'llL'd the l,rnds of tlw 01.ick I I.ill Club 
(l,,tilblishcd 1%5) wc,t ,md snuth on Mile CrL'L'k Rn,1d indudin� the 7'larsh F,irm on 
Buttnnb.ill Rn.id to thl' ll.J50's dt•vL·lopmL·nls off Brown'!- Lrnc ,rnd Mill• CrL'l'k Roild. 

The (RernMd?) f-innegan Farm and it, houSL' c.1st of Brighton Rn.id w.1� pnrt of tht.• 
f,1rm tll Crb\\'old gr,1ndf;,ther, ,x, Ch.unpinn. J'hc Ch.,rnpion F,1rm hl'rd-;m.111 Ira 
Krupp, lived on the hill that becanw the :-.itc nf lhl' Sylvi,1 ,,nd l.c,1 tvlc1r,h homl'; Mr. 
Krupp \\'c1� thL· unclL' nf E. LL•,1 �l.ir:-.h, ,,ml �Ir. l·innL'!,;il11 \\.,.,.., thL· hL•rd..,m.111 forl.l'.1 
M.ir-;h. ThL· fJthL·r of rnn:-.trudion ,ind c,c,n·,1tirn1 �nrnp.in_v ownL'I', Bill McCtl\\an,
l'l'ntcd the Krupp FMm. Bill .ind Millil• McCow,m livl'd ,lt tlw l'nd of I ibr,,ry l..11w tor
111,111\' VL',lr:,,,

The I 00 Acr ,-; Farm, ..,j l1.' of the prt.'SL'nl Clwrry-..tom•.., (n(•L' I 00 Arn.'") Rc..;tnu r,rnt .ind 
golf dri\'inp; rnnp;e cxlcndL•d from !{null' 156 north to thl' r,1ilro,1d tr,1cb ,rnd indudcd 
ten scilsoncil cotlilp;l'S, mo\'cd from Trcckmc1nn'-; "L'r\'iCt' st,,tion on thL' Bo:-.ton Pm,t 
RtMd ln thc1t !-itl' in 19�H. 

The John Tucker r:nrm L',tcndL•d up ,,long Buttonball Rnad , ,ind bl•c,rnw tlw ,1k of 
th1.• prl'sl'nl 111,Kh. I l.:ill l.lub. Ill'"'"" :-.,,id, whl'n 1110\'ing hi-. f.1rm from ()Id I _v ml' tn 
grl'l'l1L'r Stonington pn:-.lures, In h,Wl' wnlh.L•d hi:-. lwrd lhl1 whl1k di,ti11Kl' ... inrluding 
Mriln�ini,?; In ferry thl'm .icro,:-. tlw m.,jur ri\'L•r, •· p.irticul.irly lhL1 Th,,mt•s •• un thl' 
\\'il\'. 



8 022510 09 17 14 

... Hc1tchl'tt'i; Point FMm:-. h,1vL1 ,111 l'arl • rl'lt1 tion:-.hip to the lhampinn 1,111,ily . 

... The Swan Farm w.is thl· original Old Lyme 'horL'), cokmy propL·rty . 

... Risley r:arn, w,1:-. lhl' b.1:-i, of the Point ll' Wood:-. Lfovelopmcnt ,11 the conwr oi 
Shore Rot1d ,ind four Mill• River Road; it b onl' of thL· fir:-.t beach coloniL·, and ,till 
tht• largL•:-.t. 

The Karl A. Kloss family form in Sot1th Lym<.> Will, on thl' i.outh sick of RPull' 136 
,1ppm,,ching Point u· Wood:-. p.:i:-.t EdgL• Lc,1 and bclon· H.,tchctt', Point; the form 
,1dvcrlii-L1d cgg-,, pniduCL', .rnd Bnnkn'.., product... into thl' 1950':-.. In hi:-. l,,tt•r life in 
the 1970',, Roi.ind Kim,:-., lhL· lc1,t local re,•prL·,cnt,1tive of hi, family, \\'i1'- the unoffici,1I 
.,,,;i.;t,,nt dumpmastcr to the town rcfu-;c-managl'r, R,,lph. l,mton. Mr. Kio:-.:-. 
!--Jlva�ed good.., and m.ilt•ri,11 for later rc-.,11L- frnm hi-.. home .ind inform,,! :-.tor,,�l' 
.1rt•,1s in �m1th LymL' on lhl' lower f-mir �1ik Rh·L•r 11L'.H till' Four �lill' f�ivcr �l.irin,1. 
The m.irinn \\\l:-, purl'.h.1:-.L•d by the ViL•ccli ,rnd A!-.,clin f.imil1L''- in 1991. 

ThL· Ch.idwick Farm home, .-it thL· intL·r-..cction of r-our Mile Riwr Road and Route 
1-6 a!-, it IL•,1,·e-, Old LymL', wn:-. the homL•:-.tl'ild of Ch,,rlc!-- Ch,1dwick, il noti1blc
marinl'r. f\:-,-,i,ted by tl1l1 �tl'Jdy \\'or"- ,rnd :-.upport of,, :-.troll� \\'if

l

-, �1.iry, \-\'ho 
m.rnag1.1d their honll' ,md l,111<.b durin� hb t'\IL'tHil'd .ib�L•nCL'!--, lw bu ill,, :-,i/,1bll'
fortu1w ill 1;hipping nnd ,, divcr,ificd f,1mily bu,e in Old Lynw. A fine book capture-.
till' corrc-.pondencl' of C,pt,,in nnd Mr-;. Ch,1dwick bctwl'cn 1828 ,llld 1851; it was
publb,hl•d by tlw Et1,;t LymL' Hbtorict1I ocil't}' a� "Dl'tll' and Affcctim1clll' WifL• .. .'' b)
Carolim• Fr,1-..l'l' Zin,:-.L'r.

ti... ... 
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